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HILLARY STEP  SCHOLARSHIP
FUNDING

Named  a f t e r  t he  a lmos t  ve r t i c a l  12 -me t re  c l i f f  f a ce  t ha t  S i r  Edmund
H i l l a r y  and  Tenz i ng  No rgay  s ca l ed  i n  r each i ng  t he  summi t  o f  M t .
Eve re s t  i n  1953 ,  t he  H i l l a r y  S t ep  was  t he  f i na l  and  a rguab l y  t he  mos t
cha l l eng i ng  obs t a c l e  t he  c l imbe r s  f a ced .  I t  i s  s a i d  t o  have  pushed  S i r
Ed  t o  h i s  men ta l  and  phys i c a l  l im i t s .  

Today ,  t he  H i l l a r y  S t ep  i s  a  me tapho r  f o r  t he  cha l l enges  r anga tah i
f a ce .  One  o f  t he  b i gges t  obs t a c l e s  i s  f i nanc i a l  i nequ i t y ,  bu t  w i t h  a
H i l l a r y  S t ep  Scho l a r sh i p ,  r anga tah i  have  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  bu i l d
cou rage  and  a  be l i e f  i n  t he i r  own  ab i l i t y  t o  a ch i eve .

Bu i l t  on  t he  l egacy  c r ea ted  by  S i r  Edmund  H i l l a r y  and  S i r  G raeme
D ing l e ,  t he  S i r  Edmund  Hi l la ry  Outdoors  Educa t i on  T rus t ,  s t r i v e s  t o
ensu re  a l l  r anga tah i ,  r ega rd l e s s  o f  t he i r  f i nances  and  ab i l i t i e s  have  t he
oppo r tun i t y  t o  enhance  t he i r  l i v e s  t h rough  ou tdoo r  and  adven tu re
educa t i on .  
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FUNDER

How Hi l la ry  Step  Scho larsh ips  are  funded

Our  amaz i ng  commun i t y  o f  Funde r s ,  i n c l ud i ng ;  T rus t s ,  Founda t i ons ,
O ran i sa t i ons  and  Ind i v i dua l s  con t r i bu te  t o  t he  H i l l a r y  S t ep  Scho l a r sh i p
(HSS)  p rog ramme by  p rov i d i ng  g ran t s  and  dona t i ons .

Any  f und ing  r e ce i ved  f r om these  i n c r ed i b l e  g roups  and  peop l e  i s
d i r e c t l y  d i s t r i bu ted  t o  s choo l s ,  g roups ,  o rgan i sa t i ons  and  i nd i v i dua l s
who  demos t r a t e  t he  need  f o r  f i nanc i a l  suppo r t  t o  ove r come  ba r r i e r s  f o r
t hem to  a t t end  H i l l a r y  Ou tdoo r s .  

HILLARY
OUTDOORS

SCHOOL/GROUP/
ORGANISATION/

INDIVIDUAL
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HOW TO APPLY  FOR A
HILLARY STEP  SCHOLARSHIP  

The  App l i c an t  ( s choo l ,  g roup ,  o rgan i sa t i on ,
o r  i nd i v i dua l )  comp le t e s  and  subm i t s  t he
on l i ne  f und ing  app l i c a t i on  f o rm .  

H i l l a r y  Ou tdoo r s  r e ce i ve s  and  r ev i ews  t he  app l i c a t i on
i n  l i ne  w i t h  t he  va r i ous  f und ing  c r i t e r i a  we  mus t
adhe re  t o .   

I f ﻿ t he  app l i c a t i on  mee t s  t he  f und ing  c r i t e r i a ,  H i l l a r y
Ou tdoo r s  w i l l  a l l o ca te  any  r ead i l y  ava i l ab l e  f und ing .
I f  f und ing  i s  no t  r ead i l y  ava i l ab l e ,  H i l l a r y  Ou tdoo r s
w i l l  app l y  f o r  add i t i ona l  f und ing .

H i l l a r y  Ou tdoo r s  w i l l  no t i f y  t he  App l i c an t  o f  t he
fund ing  ou t come .  I f  suc ces s fu l ,  HSS  f und ing  w i l l  be
a l l o ca ted  t o  t he  f i na l  i n vo i ce .

A l l  r e c i p i en t s  o f  a  HSS  a re  r equ i r ed  t o
comp le t e  an  impac t  r epo r t  a t  t he  end
o f  t he i r  p rog ramme,  i n c l ud i ng  pho tos
and /o r  v i deos ,  and  a  t hank  you  l e t t e r
f o r  t he i r  HSS  Funde r .  You  mus t  have
comp le t ed  you r  impac t  r epo r t  t o  be
e l i g i b l e  t o  app l y  f o r  a  HSS  f o r  you r
nex t  book i ng .

APPLY NOW

The  App l i c an t  ( s choo l ,  g roup ,  o rgan i sa t i on  o r
i nd i v i dua l )  books  t he i r  p rog ramme o r  en ro l s  i n  an
even t  o r  camp .  Th i s  needs  t o  be  done  be fo re
app l y i ng  f o r  f und ing .

BOOK OR ENROL

Any  schoo l ,  g roup ,  o rgan isat ion  or  ind iv idua l  can  app ly  for  a
H i l la ry  Step  Scho larsh ip  to  o f f set  the  cost  o f  the i r  p rogramme.
Th is  inc ludes  schoo l  programmes ,  events  (Get2Go  and  H i l la ry
Cha l lenge) ,  and  ho l iday  camps .

I nd i v i dua l s  can  on l y  app l y  f o r  s cho l a r sh i p s  f o r  i nd i v i dua l  p rog rammes  such  a s
H i l l a r y  Ho l i day  Camps ,  Duke  o f  Ed i nbu rgh ,  and  D i s cove ry  Camps .  P l ea se  no te  t ha t
i nd i v i dua l  s cho l a r sh i p s  a re  on l y  ava i l ab l e  f o r  you th  pa r t i c i pan t s ;  adu l t  pa r t i c i pan t s
a re  no t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  H i l l a r y  S t ep  f und ing .  S cho l a r sh i p s  f o r  s choo l  p rog rammes  can
on l y  be  app l i ed  f o r  by  s choo l s .

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/4c848867361a498abd8cb7e9353c14da
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OTHER FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES
We recommend a lso  app ly ing  for
other  grants  to  he lp  fund  your  t r ip
to  H i l la ry  Outdoors .

H i l l a r y  Ou tdoo r s  s t r i v e s  t o  ensu re  ou r
p rog rammes  a re  a c ces s i b l e  t o  a l l
r anga tah i  bu t  f r om t ime  t o  t ime  the
fund ing  we  have  ava i l ab l e  i s  t agged  t o
spec i f i c  r eg i ons  and /o r  can  on l y  be
used  du r i ng  a  ce r t a i n  t ime  pe r i od .  

Gaming  t rusts  typ ica l ly  support :  
You th  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  spo r t
Engagemen t  i n  ou tdoo r  educa t i on  
Pos i t i v e  commun i t y  ou t comes

Gam ing  t r u s t s  o f t en  have  a  manda te  t o
g i ve  back  a  pe r cen tage  o f  t he i r
p roceeds  t o  t he  commun i t y  t hey  we re
ra i s ed  i n .

To  see  which  Trusts  and
Foundat ions  have  fund ing  ava i lab le
in  your  area :

Sea r ch  t he  l i s t  o f  Soc i e t i e s  Tha t
Make  G ran t s  on  t he  D IA  webs i t e .
(The  l i s t  i s  so r t ed  a l phabe t i c a l l y  by
geog raph i ca l  a r ea . )
App l y  f o r  a  g ran t  d i r e c t l y  t h rough
the  gam ing  t r u s t .
(Many  o f  t hese  o rgan i sa t i ons  have
on l i ne  app l i c a t i on  p roces ses  and  can
p rov i de  an  ou t come  i n  4 -6  weeks ) .  

 

https://www.dia.govt.nz/DIA/CurrLice.nsf/ALLNZLIST
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FAQs
How much  fund ing  shou ld  I  app ly  for  when
app ly ing  for  a  HSS ,  and  does  i t  cover  GST?   
You  can  app l y  f o r  f und ing  t o  he l p  cove r  you r
p rog ramme cos t s  o r  en ro lmen t  f ee .  Fund ing  does
no t  cove r  t he  GST  po r t i on  o f  t he  co s t / f ee  o r  t r ave l
expenses .

How much  fund ing  am I  l i ke ly  to  rece ive?
Whi l s t  we  s t r i v e  t o  f u l f i l  a l l  HSS  app l i c a t i ons  w i t h
the  f u l l  amoun t  o f  f und ing  r eques ted ,  some t imes
we  a re  unab l e  t o  do  so  due  t o  t he  amoun t  o f
f und ing  we  have  ava i l ab l e  a t  t he  t ime ,  and  any
fund ing  cond i t i ons  we  need  t o  adhe re  t o .  The
fund ing  we  have  ava i l ab l e  i s  gene rous l y  dona ted
o r  g ran ted  t o  u s  by  ou r  Funde r s .  We  may  pa r t i a l l y
app rove  o r  dec l i ne  you r  app l i c a t i on .

When shou ld  I  app ly  for  a  HSS?
We encou rage  you  t o  app l y  f o r  a  HSS  a t  t he  t ime
o f  mak ing  you r  book i ng .  The  more  l ead  t ime  we
have ,  t he  be t t e r .  You  mus t  have  a  con f i rmed
book i ng  w i t h  u s  t o  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  HSS .  

When wi l l  I  know the  outcome o f  my  HSS
app l i cat ion?
We a im  to  p rov i de  f und ing  ou t comes  a t  l ea s t  2
mon ths  p r i o r  t o  you r  p rog ramme book i ng .  F rom
t ime  t o  t ime ,  t h i s  i s  no t  a lways  pos s i b l e  a s  we  a re
wa i t i ng  t o  r e ce i ve  ou t comes  f r om ou r  Funde r s .  

Does  my  schoo l  need  to  be  low dec i le/  h igh
EQI  to  be  e l ig ib le  for  a  HSS?  
The  ma jo r i t y  o f  ou r  Funde r s  l ook  t o  suppo r t
s tuden t s  f r om l ow  dec i l e /h i gh  EQI  s choo l s  and  l ow
soc i o -e conom i c  commun i t i e s  t o  ensu re  f i nances
a re  no t  a  ba r r i e r  t o  expe r i en t i a l ,  ou tdoo r
educa t i on .  Ou r  Funde r s  w i l l  a l s o  cons i de r
i nd i v i dua l  ha rdsh i p  ca ses  when  a l l o ca t i ng  f unds .  

Can  I  rece ive  a  HSS  a f ter  I  have  pa id  my
invo ice  in  fu l l ?
No ,  we  canno t  pay  s cho l a r sh i p s  r e t r o spec t i ve l y .  



IMPACT AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

OF STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED
HILLARY OUTDOORS IN FY26
RECEIVED A HILLARY STEP
SCHOLARSHIP

22%

WE FUND RANGATAHI FROM
ACROSS AOTEAROA

HILLARY STEP SCHOLARSHIP
(HSS) DISTRIBUTION BY REGION
IN FY26

EVEN IF YOUR LOCATION IS A
GREY TRIANGLE, YOU ARE STILL
ELIGIBLE FOR A HSS

Each  year ,  through  our  H i l la ry  Step  Scho larsh ip  programme,  we
ra ise  funds  to  he lp  young  peop le  f rom underserved  communi t ies
and  those  l i v ing  in  hardsh ip  have  br ighter  fu tures .  

I n  t he  f i nanc i a l  yea r  end ing  31  Ma r ch  2026 ,  we  d i s t r i bu ted  $599 ,540  t o
1730  pa r t i c i pan t s ,  t hanks  t o  ou r  i n c r ed i b l e  commun i t y  o f  Suppo r t e r s .
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O U R  H S S
S U P P O R T E R S

Fee l  f r ee  t o  ge t  i n  t ouch  w i t h  ou r  Fund ra i s i ng  Manage r
Shaun :  shaun@hi l la ryoutdoors .co .nz  

o r  ca l l  ou r  t eam on  0800  688  843

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS...?

Tommas
Family
Trust
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